Since the operation, the patient has improved ; and now at the end of two weeks, is able to be up and go down stairs ; her cough less, and all the functions performed naturally. An examination of the joint disclosed very extensive disease. The cartilages on the head of the bones were entirely destroyed. The fibro-cartilage, on which the radius revolves, had disappeared. The joint was filled with pus, and sinuses extended from it in two or three directions. All the muscles in the neighbourhood had undergone fatty degeneration.?American Journal of the Medical Sciences, October 1854.
We have given this case entire, not from any peculiarly interesting features it contains, being merely an ordinary illustration of the by no means uncommon scrofulous disease of the elbow-joint; but for the purpose of showing that a society, instituted for medical improvement, as it did not challenge the recorded malpractice, appears to be unacquainted with one of the most successful modern improvements in surgery, viz., resection of the elbow-joint, evidently the proper procedure in the case in question.
